An updated checklist for Stratiomyidae of Italy is presented. Previous knowledge and information are put together in a comprehensive way, integrated also with results obtained by sampling with Malaise traps in some of the test areas of the LIFE+ project ManFor C.BD.
Introduction
In the recent decades, stimulated by the monograph of Rozkošný (1982 Rozkošný ( , 1983 , faunistic research on Stratiomyidae has received a remarkable stimulus throughout Europe. In Italy the latest studies are reported in the following contributions: Adamo (2008) , Mason (1988a) , Mason (1988b) , Mason (1989) , Biondi et al. (1991) , Troiano (1995) , Troiano and Toscano (1995) , Mason and Rozkošný (2003) , , Mason (2004) , Mason (2005) , Mason et al. (2006) , Mason and Rozkošný (2008) , Whitmore et al. (2008) , Stuke (2008) and Mason et al. (2009) . The faunistic data collected in this paper (see Appendix) are preliminary to the biodiversity studies in the framework of the project LIFE09 ENV/IT/000078 ManFor C.BD., "Managing forests for multiple purposes: carbon, biodiversity and socio-economic wellbeing" and were partly integrated by sampling with Malaise traps in some of the project test areas. The Italian species are listed in Table 1 , according to the criteria of the "Checklist of the Italian Fauna" (Minelli et al. 1995; Mason and Krivosheina 1995) . The identifications were made using Rozkošný (1982 Rozkošný ( , 1983 , Troiano (1995) , Troiano and Toscano (1995) and Krivosheina and Rozkošný (1990) . The nomenclature and the list of the species known to Italy follows "Fauna Europaea" (Rozkošný 2012) . Abbreviations of the collections: FMCV (Franco Mason, Verona, Italy); MCSNG (Museo Civico di Storia Naturale, Genova, Italy) CNBFVR (Centro Nazionale Biodiversità Forestale "Bosco Fontana" Verona, Italy).
Short notes on the species new to the Italian fauna

Neopachygaster meromelas (Dufour, 1841)
The larva of Neopachygaster meromelas has been described in detail by Rozkošný (1983) and by Stubbs and Drake (2001) . The material examined was collected in Latium, Roma at "Tenuta della Cervelletta" 41°54'41.55"N, 12°34'57.15"E. Nine larvae were collected on 7.ii.2005 under decaying bark of a trunk of Populus sp. partially submerged in water; 3 ♂♂ and 6 ♀♀ emerged from reared larvae on v-vi/2005, M. Mei leg. (FMCV). Neopachygaster meromelas is a European species, known from Fennoscandia to the Pyrenees and North Caucasus (Rozkošný 1983) , and has been recorded from the following countries: Belarus, Belgium, British Islands, Corsica, Czech Republic, Finland, France (mainland), Germany, Hungary, Poland, Russia (North and Northwest), Slovakia, Spain (mainland), Sweden (Rozkošný 2012) and Italy (this paper). In Italy Neopachygaster meromelas is known only in central Italy at "Tenuta della Cervelletta", a small natural area (about 44 ha) located in the Northeast suburbs of Rome which is a relict wetland (Mason and Mei 2002) . This site represents the southernmost European record of the species (cf. Rozkošný 1983) .
Zabrachia minutissima (Zetterstedt, 1838)
Venetia Region: Rovigo province, Porto Caleri, loc. Bosco Giardino, 45°05'N, 12°19 'E, 12.viii-8.ix.2004 Minelli et al. 1995) 
Notes and key to European species of Chorisops Rondani 1856: 173
The nomenclatorial history of the name Chorisops Rondani has been recently clarified by O'Hara et al. (2011) .
In Europe, at the present time, five species of Chorisops are known: C. caroli Troiano, 1995, C. masoni Troiano & Toscano, 1995 , C. nagatomii Rozkošný, 1979 , C. tibialis (Meigen, 1820) and C. tunisiae (Becker, 1915) . Two of these, C. caroli and C. masoni, are probably endemic to Italy (Troiano 1995; Mason et al. 2006; Mason et al. 2009) (Figs 2-6 ).
As in other Beridinae (Woodley 2001) 
Key to the European species of Chorisops
Despite the availability of a relatively large amount of newly collected material of Chorisops, I have not been able to find any reliable external character of diagnostic 
Key to males
1
Pterostigma light yellow (Fig. 13A) Rozkošný (1982 ) Troiano (1995 and Troiano and Toscano (1995) .
Key to females
1 Pterostigma light yellow (Fig. 13A ), anepisternum and postronotal callus yellow (Fig. 12) , pleural sclerites bright yellow, except for the contrastingly black katepisternum (Fig. 20) Rozkošný (1982 ) Troiano (1995 and Troiano and Toscano (1995) .
Pterostigma darker (Fig. 13B ), anepisternum shining green (Fig. 11) , pleural sclerites always dark (Fig. 19) Genital furca massive, laterally enlarged, with a rounded median aperture (Fig. 40) Genital furca with developed lateral wings (Fig. 41) ...... C. masoni Troiano -Genital furca without developed lateral wings (Fig. 43) ... C. tibialis (Meigen)
Short faunistic notes
With newly recorded Eupachygaster meromelas and Zabrachia minutissima, the Italian fauna includes at the present time 91 species. The species probably endemic to Italy are: Chorisops caroli, C. masoni and Sargus harderseni (Fig. 46 ), the last recently described (Mason and Rozkošný 2008) . The unique Italian record of Vanoya tenuicornis (Macquart, 1834), (Mason and Mei 2002) represents the southernmost European distribution of this species. The different regional distributions (cf. Tab. 1, Fig. 1 ), are evidently dependent on the intensity of the faunistic investigations. 
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